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The Celebrity Lecture Circuit

hopping for Big Name

By BARBARA GAMAREKIAN
. Special 1o The New York Times
" WASHINGTON, Aug. 6§ — Trailed
by security men, Attorney General
Edwin Meese 3d swept into a cocktail
at the Metropolitan Club.

‘““Are you going out on the lecture
cireuit, too?’’ he was asked.

“No,”” he replied with a smile, ‘“not
for a while.” - .

If he was engaging in-a bit of ad-
vance career planning, Mr. Meese
was in the right place, for the party
was the opening event of a weeklo:
convention here of the Internationa
Platform Assoclation that is “‘a sort
of marketplace of the lecture plat-
form,” according to Dan Tyler
Moore, director of the nonprofit as-
sociation. : : -

No one is more sought after on the -
celebrity lecture cl:lrcult than ;’he
wa tical personality, Mr.
Mm,p:g whafe better city in
which to hold a convention?

North Could ‘Name His Price’

'If Lieut. Col Oliver L North de-
lecturing, Mr. Moo
‘he’ll be able to name his

on the lecture stump, te ]
ing at his home in Oxen Hill, Md.,
upon his release from jail. 1 sug-.
gested to him that the Federal statute:

" of limitations was five years,” he re-| -

tonlrunvg‘t.lmmdwl‘l"huswry” _
luncheons, speakers

called, “‘and that he should come ove:'}g
and awardsy

i

tured on “Who's Watching the Fourth
Estate;” Sarah Brady, wife of James
Brady, the Presidential press secre-
tary, discussed hand gun control:
Secretary of Defense Caspar W.
Weinberger was to share the honors
with Phyllis Diller at a banquet to-
night, and the television correspond-
ents Andrea Mitchell, Bettina Greg-

ory and Sam Donaldson all appeared. -

Their audience is, in large meas-
ure, the program bookers for univer-
sities, foreign affairs councils, town
halls and women’s and men’s clubs
who are willing to pay the big fees
that have made the lecture business a
Szxillloma-year industry.

hot topic on the circuit is the role
of _intelligence and counterintelli-
_genceln t&iy’s world.

““fhese recent Investigations have
created an enormous interest in es-
pionage,” Mr. Moore said. “Thereisa
voracious appetite out there for the
speakers who are going to tell them
something didn’t know.”

William Colby, former Director of

s and Fees

Central Intelligence, is sought after
as an expert in this field, although he
prefers to lecture on arms control,
which he strongly advocates. (‘“The
intelligence business has improved so
much we don’t have (o trust the Rus:
sians, we can watch them,” he says.)-
Mr. Moore says the lecture zus
ness is ‘‘uniquely American,” having
sprung from the American Lyceum
Association founded in 1831 by Daniel

. Webster and Josiah Holbrook. “They

started lyceums all over the coun-
lvl"f." he said. “Every city, every little
lage and town had one, it was a

‘cross-fertilization of ideas. Wh{.
S

Dickens made more money on h
American lecture tours than he made
on his books.” _ . '
He said he had expected television
to wreck the lecture trade. Instead,

. the business has boomed. *“Televi-

sion,”” he said, ‘‘has created this tre-

" mendous appetite to sit next to all

those people you see on the news, on
the taik shows, to have them at your
table, to see themin (pe flesh.”” - °
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